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ARBORICULTURAL SPECIFICATION AND STANDARDS OF PRACTICE 
CITY OF ROLAND 

 
 

This document has been developed in conjunction with the Tree Ordinance for the City of 
Roland, Iowa, to detail the specifications and standards of practice concerning trees within the 
city. 
 
I. PERMITS 
 
Before any street tree can be planted, or removed a permit must be obtained.  This permit may 
be obtained at no cost from the City Hall, 202 E. Ash Street, Roland, Iowa. 
 
A tree permit will only cover the planting or removal of a tree.  If the property owner is doing 
the work, proof of Homeowner Personal Liability Insurance may be required.  If the property 
owner has hired another person or contractor to do the work, the contractor shall provide the 
City of Roland with a Certificate of Insurance showing the following minimum required limits of 
coverage before permits will be issued: 
 
Commercial General Liability Insurance with limits of not less than five hundred thousand 
dollars ($500,000) per occurrence and Workers Compensation Insurance coverage at statutory 
limits on any and all employees. 
 
Prior to digging or doing any underground work, utilities must be located.  Locations can be 
obtained free of charge by calling Iowa One-Call; 1-800-292-8989. 
 
 
II. PLANTING 
 

A. Site Evaluation:  Not all sites are appropriate for trees.  Before planting, thought should be 
given to how the mature tree will fit the site. 

 
1. Spacing – The spacing of the street trees is dependent upon the species size classes 

as established for the City of Roland, Iowa.  (See Diagram on Exhibit A) 
 

• Small Trees:   no closer than 20 feet 
• Large Trees: no closer than 40 feet   

 
Exceptions may be made for special plantings designed or approved by a landscape 
architect. 

 
2. Distances – No tree planting is permitted where the distance between a curb and a 

detached sidewalk is less than nine (9) feet.  In areas without sidewalks, an 
allowance shall be provided for future construction of sidewalks. (See Diagram on 
Exhibit B)  Small trees shall be planted no closer than four (4) feet from the back of 
the curb or edge of the travel portion of the street and no closer than four (4) feet 
to the sidewalk or property line.  No large tree shall be planted on right-of-ways that 
are less than eleven (11) feet.  Large trees shall be planted no closer than five (5) 
feet to the back of the curb or traveled portion and no closer than five (5) feet to the 
sidewalk or property line.  Whenever possible, trees shall be centered between the 
back of the curb or the traveled portion of the street and the sidewalk or property 
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line.  Trees shall be planted no closer than twenty-five (25) feet from an intersection 
as measured from the back of the curb of the intersecting street.  (See Diagram on 
Exhibit A)  Trees shall be no closer than ten (10) feet from any alley or driveway 
edge. 

 
 3.   Utilities  
 

a.  No street trees, other than those classified as “small trees” that do not attain a 
mature height greater than twenty (20) feet, shall be planted under or within ten 
(10) lateral feet of any overhead utility wire exclusive of service lines.  (See 
Diagram on Exhibit B) 

 
b.  No street trees shall be planted over or within five (5) lateral feet of any 

underground line, including the water line and sewer line. 
 

c.  No street trees shall be planted within twenty-five (25) feet of stop signs, utility 
poles, or fire hydrants. 

 
d.  No street trees shall be planted closer than five (5) feet to a water shut off, 

manhole, or sewer lateral. 
 
 
B. Diversity: Due to potential threat from pests or disease it is desirable to plant trees from 

a variety of tree species.  An inventory of trees growing in the area where the new tree 
is planned should be taken to ensure diversity in the species, genus and family of tree. 

 
C. Procedure:  To promote the healthy and continuous growth of any tree, care should be 

given to its planting.  Proper procedures vary according to tree species and type.  For 
detailed instructions consult a local nursery, or the Iowa State University Extension 
Service. 

 
D. Species: To ensure trees planted in the right-of-way are suitable for urban areas, certain 

trees are recommended for planting, while certain species cannot be planted on street 
right-of-way.  

 
Recommended – No list of recommended trees is ever complete or static.  New 
species and cultivators are developed and will prove useful, while old standards will be 
phased out.  The Street Superintendent shall also have the discretion to approve 
additional types of trees. 

 
In all cases trees to be planted in the street right-of-way will not be less than one (1) 
inch in diameter at six (6) inches above the soil line on the trunk. 

 
For purposes of this document, allowable tree species are divided into categories based 
on tree size and available area for planting.   
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RIGHT-OF-WAY WIDTH: minimum 9’  SMALL TREES 
  

Amur Maple Thornless Cockspur Hawthorn 
Tatarian Maple Washington Hawthorn 
Ruby Red Horsechestnut Winter King Hawthorn 
Serviceberry Hophornbeam 
European Hornbeam Amur Corktree 
American Hornbeam Amur Cherry 
Eastern Redbud Mayday Tree 
Yellowwood Japanese Pagoda Tree 
Pagoda Dogwood Japanese Tree Lilac 
Flowering Crabapples  

 
Only small trees with a maximum height of 20 feet may be planted under utility wires, regardless of street 
right-of-way width. 
 
 
 
RIGHT-OF-WAY WIDTH: minimum 11’  LARGE TREES 
      

Black Maple Cucumbertree Magnolia 
Norway Maple Sycamore 
Red Maple Black Cherry 
Sugar Maple White Oak 
Freeman Maple Swamp White Oak 
River Birch – single stem only Red Oak 
Hackberry Shingle Oak 
White Ash 
Gingko – male form only 
Thornless Honeylocust 
Kentucky Coffeetree 

Bur Oak 
Chinkapin Oak 
English Oak 
Black Oak 

Basswood Little Leaf Linden 
American Elm hybrids resistant to Dutch Redmond Linden 
     Elm Disease  

 
      
This is a list of approved varieties and species that do well in an urban development.  As new cultivars are 
developed, this list will be added to and some may be deleted.  This list does not include some varieties that 
may be approved for planting in certain conditions. 
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Not Allowed – Due to their susceptibility to storm damage, disease, their limited hardness 
or because they are considered unusually messy due to dropped fruit and/or limbs, the 
following tree species will not be allowed to be planted in any street right-of-way within the 
City of Roland: 

 
Boxelder All Shrubs 
Silver Maple All Fruit Trees 
Tree of Heaven All Nut Trees 
White Birch White Poplar 
Cutleaf Weeping Birch Bolleana Poplar 
White Mulberry Lombardy Poplar 
Red Mulberry Black Locust 
Catalpa Eurpoean Mountain Ash 
Russian Olive Chinese Elm 
Gingko – female form Siberian Elm 
Common Honeylocust English Walnut 
All Conifer trees (Firs, Junipers, Larches, Black Walnut 
     Spruces, Pines, Yews, Arborvitae, and  Willows 
     Hemlocks) Cottonwood 
  
  

 
         

It is also not allowed to do any of the following to street right-of-way trees: 
 

1. Damage, cut, carve, nail, bolt, or set fire 
2. Attach any rope, chain, wire, cable for any reason 
3. Attach advertising posters or any other contrivance 
4. Allow any harmful gaseous, liquid, chemical, or solid substance come in contact 
5. Topping (which means the drastic removal of large branches, severely cutting 

back limbs to stubs larger than three (3) inches in diameter within the tree’s 
crown to such a degree so as to remove the normal canopy and disfigure the 
tree.  (See Diagram on Exhibit C) 

6. To patch any tree cavity with concrete or fill material of any kind 
7. To place or store any stone, brick, sand, concrete, or other material which shall 

impede the free passage of water, air, and fertilizer to the roots of any tree 
 

Shrubs – As defined in the City’s tree ordinance are not acceptable plantings in the street 
right-of-way.  Any other plantings or ground cover planted in the street right-of-way shall 
not attain a height of eighteen (18) inches at maturity. 

 
 
III. MAINTENANCE 
 
A. General: To promote their healthy and vigorous growth, trees should be pruned throughout 

their life span.  Primary care and maintenance of street trees shall be the responsibility of 
the adjacent property owner.  Bulletins and tree pamphlets are available from the Iowa 
State University Extension Office. 
 
In order to allow the free passage of vehicular traffic and ensure trees will not obstruct or 
shade traffic control devices or the view of street intersections, all trees shall be trimmed 
so any overhanging portions shall be fifteen (15) feet over the paved portion of the street 
or the traveled portion of an alley. 
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Branches overhanging sidewalks shall be trimmed to a minimum height of eight (8) feet.  
Good pruning practices should be followed at all times.  (See Diagram on Exhibit D)   
  
To ensure the ability of the motorists to see any traffic control device, trees shall be kept 
trimmed to the specifications listed here:  Any traffic light or regulatory sign (as defined in 
the current edition of the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD)) shall be 
visible from a distance no less than two hundred (200) feet as measured from the signal or 
sign to the center of the street.  An exception has been made for No Parking Signs; these 
should be visible from a distance of one hundred (100) feet as measured from the sign to 
the center of the street. 

 
B. Street Trees: If it becomes necessary in the opinion of the Street Superintendent to trim or 

remove any street tree or planting, the Street Superintendent shall notify the adjacent 
property owner.  Notification shall be sent by regular U.S. mail. 

  
Before a property owner can plant or remove any street tree, they must first obtain a 
permit.  If the property owner is doing the work, proof of Homeowner Personal liability 
Insurance may be required.  If the property owner has hired another person or contractor 
to do the work, the contractor shall provide the City of Roland with a Certificate of 
Insurance showing the following minimum required limits of coverage: 
  
Commercial General Liability Insurance with limits of not less than five hundred thousand 
dollars ($500,000) per occurrence and Workers Compensation Insurance coverage 
statutory limits on any and all employees. 
 
Removal of trees shall be complete and the work site shall be cleaned up properly.  All tree 
trunks, limbs, branches, twigs, and brush shall be collected and disposed of in and 
authorized manner.  Stumps and all surface roots shall be ground down to a minimum of 
four (4) inches below normal ground line, debris cleaned up and the hole shall be backfilled 
with black dirt. 
  
Whenever the Street Superintendent is notified or becomes aware of a diseased or dead 
street tree which is in the imminent danger of falling and has the potential of thereby 
injuring an individual or causing property damage, tree shall be considered a hazard and 
removed by the City. 
 
Whenever the Street Superintendent is notified or becomes aware of a dead or broken 
branch or limb in any street tree which is in the imminent danger of falling and has the 
potential of thereby injuring an individual or causing property damage, the defending 
branch or limb shall be considered a hazard and be removed by the abutting property 
owner.  Subsequent trimming of the tree which contained the dead or broken branch or 
limb should occur after notification of the adjacent property owner as outlined above.  If 
the cost of trimming a tree exceeds one-half the cost of tree removal, the Street 
Superintendent may decide to remove the tree, rather than trim the tree. 

 
C. Private Trees:  The property owner is responsible for the maintenance of any tree on their 

property.   Owners are encouraged to contact the local ISU Extension Office for the 
information on proper planting and care of trees.  The Extension Service can help 
determine which tree species grow best in our area as well as which types of trees are 
most susceptible to disease. 
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If it becomes necessary to trim trees and shrubs on private property to comply with the 
specifications set forth in this document, the Street Superintendent shall notify the owner 
of the property upon which the tree or shrub is growing.  Notification shall be sent by 
regular U.S. mail. 
 
If the property owner fails to comply with the trimming of the tree or shrub within five (5) 
days after receipt of the stated above notice, the Street Superintendent shall have the tree 
or shrub trimmed.  The exact cost of the work shall be certified by the City Clerk to the 
Story County Treasurer to be collected with and in the same manner as property taxes. 
 
Whenever the Street Superintendent is notified or becomes aware of a diseases or dead 
tree or broken or dead branch or limb in any private tree which has the potential of falling 
and thereby injuring any individual or causing property damage to adjacent property, the 
Street Superintendent shall declare the tree, branch, or limb a hazard and order the 
property owner to remove the hazard within 14 days.  Notification shall be sent by certified 
mail. 
 
If the property owner fails to remove the hazard, the Street Superintendent shall cause the 
hazard to be removed.  For purposes of removing the hazard, City crews or a City agent 
shall be allowed on private property.  Attempts should be made to notify the property 
owner before entering onto private property.  The exact cost of such work shall be certified 
by the City Clerk to the Story County Treasurer to be collected with and in the same 
manner as general property taxes. 

 
 
IV. REMOVAL 
 
Street Trees may be removed only when one or more of the following criteria are met: 
 
A. The tree is infected with an epidemic insect or disease where the recommended control is 

not applicable and removal is the recommended practice to prevent transmission. 
 
B. The tree poses an extreme public nuisance because of its species, size, location or 

condition.  The nuisance could be caused by fruit or seed drop, harboring of insects or 
excessive twig or limb breakage. 

 
C. The tree is dead or dying. 
 
D. The tree poses a severe safety hazard that cannot be corrected by pruning, transplanting 

or other treatments. 
 
E. The tree severely interferes with the growth and development of a more desirable tree. 
 
F. The aesthetic values of the tree are so low or negative that the site is visually enhanced by 

the tree’s removal. 
 
G. Work improvements required to be made around the tree will kill or render it a hazard. 
 
H. Preservation of the tree, when adjacent property is developed, is not cost effective.  The 

monetary value of the tree shall be compared to construction costs necessary to preserve 
the tree. 
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I. The tree is causing cracking or raising problems with sidewalks, streets, or curbs and the 
roots cannot be pruned properly to preserve the tree. 

 
J. Tree roots are causing continual sewer problems that cannot be corrected by alternate 

methods. 
 
K. The tree is causing intersection sight problems or other public safety problems when it is 

determined that the branches cannot be pruned properly to eliminate this problem. 
 
 
V. APPEAL PROCESS 
 
In the event that the property owner receives an order from the Street Superintendent and objects 
to all or part, the property owner may appeal to the City Council.  The property owner must appeal 
the order in writing to the City Clerk within ten (10) days of the receipt of the order, stating the 
nature of objection and requesting a hearing.  The hearing shall be held before the City Council 
within twenty (20) days of the notice of appeal being filed with the City Clerk.  The City Council 
shall, within ten (10) days of hearing the appeal, issue a decision.  The decision of the City Council 
shall constitute a final decision. 
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The Real Cause of Many Tree Problems

Insects and microorganisms are not the real
cause or starting point of many tree problems.
These organisms are often secondary agents that
attack weakened, wounded, improperly treated,
neglected, and generally unhealthy trees. Poor
tree health is a major worldwide problem.
Fighting the secondary agents that are often very
obvious, or the symptoms of poor health, will not
solve the basic problem. We must start now to
attack the real causes: the starting points of poor
health. The major organisms responsible are
PEOPLE!

Once we recognize that we are often the
problem, we can do much to solve it. Here are
some brief guidelines for you, the homeowner,
that will help you keep your trees beautiful, safe,
and healthy.

“We have met the enemy; and he is us!”
Pogo

Give Trees a Good Start

Plant the right tree in the right place.
Do not plant:
q pin oaks in alkaline soils
q trees in old alkaline building rubble
q willows in dry soils, pines in wet soils
q  birches in shade, dogwoods in unprotected

open sites
Learn the biological requirements of your trees.
Do not plant unless you plan to maintain.

Plant properly
Do not:
q  crowd trees in small holes with compacted

soil
 over-amend the soil with humus

q fertilize at planting time
Do prune dead and dying branches and roots.

Keep grass away
Do not:
q water grass heavily near trees that normally

grow on dry sites
q  lime grass heavily near trees that grow best in

acid soils
q  wound trees with lawnmowers and other

machines
Heavy use of herbicides may harm trees.

Brace, but not too tightly.
Do not:
q tie young trees so tightly that they do not

move
 leave braces on after tree is established

q kill bark with cords, wires, bands, etc.

Prevent wounds
Do not:
q  allow anyone to climb your tree with spikes
q allow heavy construction machines near your

tree
q park cars near trees

PRUNE CORRECTLY.
Correct pruning is the best thing you can do for
your tree.
Here are the guidelines:

Natural target pruning
1. Locate the branch bark ridge (BBR).
2. Find target A-outside BBR.
3. Find target B-where branch meets collar.
4. If B cannot be found, drop an imaginary

line at AX. Angle XAC equals XAB
5. Stub cut the branch.
6. Make final cut at line AB (with powersaws

make final cut on upstroke).

Do not:
q make flush cuts behind the BBR
q leave living or dead stubs
q  injure or remove the branch collar
q paint cuts

The best time to prune living branches is late in
the dormant season or very early in spring before
leaves form. Dead and dying branches can
be pruned anytime. Use sharp tools! Make clean
cuts. Be careful with all tools. Safety first!

Topping
Topping trees is a serious injury regardless how it
is done. Avoid it if possible by starting to prune
early in the life of the tree to regulate its size
and shape. If you must top cut, follow these
guidelines:

Cut line DE at an angle approximately the same
angle as the angle of the BBR. Do not leave a
stem stub. Do not paint the cut. Know your
safety limits-call professionals when the job is
too big for you.



Natural Target Pruning Wound Dressings

Hardwoods
Dead Branch

L iv ing Branch

Conifers

I Branch I

Topping

Fir

Wound dressings do not stop rot.

Do not:
q apply house paints or wood preservatives
q apply heavy coats of any material.

Research shows that wound dressings do not
stop decay or stall rot. Trees have been
responding effectively to their wounds for
over 200 million years. Do not interfere with
this natural process. Keep your tree healthy
and it will take care of its wounds. In a short
time the wound surface will blend perfectly
with the tree bark.

Tree Treatments

Treat wounds
If trees are wounded, remove injured bark with a
sharp knife. Make cuts as shallow as possible.
Forming an elongated ellipse is not necessary.
Make all margins rounded; do not point tips. Do
not enlarge the wound. Do not paint. Do
everything possible to maintain health-water,
ferti l ize, prune.

Holes for draining water
Do not bore holes to drain water from cavities.
Drain tubes may be used for wetwood  materials,
but such treatment will increase the column of
internal wetwood.

Cavities
If cavities are to be filled, do not clean so
thoroughly that the boundary between decayed
wood and sound wood is broken. Fill with
nonabrasive materials. Leave for professionals.

Injections and implants
If you plan to have chemicals injected or
implanted in your trees, make certain that it is
done only by highly skilled professionals. Check
injection and implant holes after one season to
make certain they are closed. injection and
implant holes should be very small and shallow
at the tree base, not in the roots.

Cable and brace
If rot is present, put rods entirely through the
stem, and use round or oval washers on both
sides. Washers should be seated on the wood, not
deep in the wood or on the bark. Cables should
allow tree to move slightly. Leave to
professionals.

Help Trees Stay Healthy

Before you fertilize or consider treatments for
microelement problems, have a soil test done.
Your tree may require soil acidification before
fertilization, or treatment for microelement
problems. Fertilizers add elements essential for
healthy growth. Fertilizers are not tree food!

Trees get their energy from the sun. Leaves and
needles trap energy in a molecule of sugar. Sugar
is tree food. Keep leaves and needles healthy by
timely treatments so trees can get their food.
Keep soils free of compaction so roots can get
water and essential elements. Do not over
fertil ize.

Some insects and microorganisms DO start tree
problems. When in doubt about what to do,
contact the extension agents from your county,
state, or university, or ask the United States
Forest Service or professional arborists.

Check for potential hazards:
q  large dying and dead branches
q   rot in roots and base (fruit bodies of fungi are

signs of rot)
q  large deep vertical cracks on opposite sides of

trunk
Be on the alert 5 to 10 years after construction.
Have hazardous tree crowns reduced by
professionals.

DON’T FORGET WILDLIFE. They need l iving and
dead trees for survival. Consider them in your
plans.
Learn about trees.

Prepared by Dr. Alex L. Shigo, plant pathologist,
USDA Forest Service, Northeastern Forest
Experiment Station, P.O. Box 640, Durham, New
Hampshire 03824.

A learning package has been developed to help
you and groups interested in tree health to learn
more about trees. For information on the package
and other information available from the U.S.
Forest Service, contact Ms. H. Sharon
Ossenbruggen at the above address, or call her at
603-868-5710.
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